Christ, the Fountain of Living Water

Christ, the source of life and fruitfulness
Jeremiah 2:13 - For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the
fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold
no water.

Jeremiah 17:13 - O LORD, the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed,
and they that depart from me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken
the LORD, the fountain of living waters.

Read John 4:1-30.
Jesus initial words to the Samaritan woman provoked her to reason and ponder three
questions. (1) What is living water? (2) What is the gift of God? (3) Who is this
man?

Living water is a reference to the life-giving nature of the Holy Spirit that is given to
believers. It is a continuous flow of satisfying refreshment and sustenance for the
inner spirit of man, overflowing into one’s daily life and able to impart the same
refreshment to others. Note John 6:37-39 - In the last day, that great day of the feast,
Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He
that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of
living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should
receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet
glorified.)

“This water from Jacob’s well would satisfy only bodily thirst for a time. But the water

Jesus gives provides continual satisfaction of needs and desires. In addition one who

drinks His living water will have within him a spring of life-giving water (cf. 7:38-39).

This inner spring contrasts with the water from the well, which required hard work to

acquire. Jesus was speaking of the Holy Spirit who brings salvation to a person who

believes and through Him offers salvation to others. Campbell Morgan has pointed out

that mankind needs air, water, and food in order to have life. (We might also add

that he needs light.) All of these are provided in Jesus Christ. He provides the

“breath” (Spirit) of God (John 3:8; 20:22). He is the Bread of Life (John 6:48) and

the Light of Life (John 1:4-5), and He gives us the water of life.

13, 14. thirst again ... never thirst, &c.—The contrast here is fundamental and all

comprehensive. “This water” plainly means “this natural water and all satisfactions of a

like earthly and perishable nature.” Coming to us from without, and reaching only the

superficial parts of our nature, they are soon spent, and need to be anew supplied as much

as if we had never experienced them before, while the deeper wants of our being are not

reached by them at all; whereas the “water” that Christ gives—spiritual life—is struck

out of the very depths of our being, making the soul not a cistern, for holding water

poured into it from without, but a fountain (the word had been better so rendered, to

distinguish it from the word rendered “well” in Jn 4:11), springing, gushing, bubbling up

and flowing forth within us, ever fresh, ever living. The indwelling of the Holy Ghost as

the Spirit of Christ is the secret of this life with all its enduring energies and satisfactions,

as is expressly said (Jn 7:37-39). “Never thirsting,” then, means simply that such souls

have the supplies at home.”
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The results of receiving the fountain of living water

Eternal Life, Life abundantly
John 4:10 - Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and
who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he
would have given thee living water.

John 4:11 - The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the
well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water?

Fruitfulness
Psalm 1:3 - And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth
forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth
shall prosper.

John 7:38 - He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall
flow rivers of living water.

Daily strength, inner satisfaction
Psalm 42:1 - As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee,
O God.

Psalm 63:1-6 - O God, thou art my God; early will | seek thee: my soul thirsteth for
thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; To see thy
power and thy glory, so as | have seen thee in the sanctuary. Because thy
lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee. Thus will I bless thee
while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name. My soul shall be satisfied as with
marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips: When |
remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches.

Isaiah 49:10 - They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite
them: for he that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water
shall he guide them.

The condition--desire
Isaiah 44:3 - For | will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry
ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring:

Isaiah 58:11 - And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in
drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a
spring of water, whose waters fail not.



