Relationships Begin with a Name

Who is God? What is He like? What is His name? God knows your name—He wants
you to know His and get to know Him.

Matthew 11:29 - Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and lowly in
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

Bible names were more than a label--they were a description of character and one’s
place of authority. The children of Israel knew that I AM was the ultimate authority of
all Heaven and earth, the creator God, the God who had entered into a binding covenant
with Abraham and his descendants. His name held weight!

Ex 3:13 And Moses said unto God, Behold, when | come unto the children of Israel, and
shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to
me, What is his name? what shall | say unto them? And God said unto Moses, | AM
THAT | AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, | AM hath sent
me unto you. And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children
of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial
unto all generations.

God cannot be described by comparing Him to any one thing.

Isaiah 465,9-10 - To whom will ye liken me, and make me equal, and compare me, that
we may be like?... Remember the former things of old: for | am God, and there is none
else; I am God, and there is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, and
from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and |
will do all my pleasure:

Those who attempt to describe God by one name, or attribute, develop a wrong
understanding of who God is and what He is like.

Begin at this point--God is not like anyone or anything else—He is completely unique.
Isaiah 55:8 -9 - For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

God is so wonderful, so vast, so great and so complex that we can never exhaust all
there is to know about God.

Romans 11:33 - O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!34 For who hath known
the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor?35 Or who hath first given to
him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again?36 For of him, and through him, and to
him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.

Theology - the study of God, the foundation and starting point for everything we believe
Our theology determines the way we live our life, but the way we live our life often
determines our theology.

If we are to know God, we will need to search for Him with all our heart.
Deuteronomy 4:29 - But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find
him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul.

Psalm 42:1 - As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O
God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall | come and appear before
God?



A Few Hebrew Names and Their Meanings

Adonai-Jehovah -- The Lord our Sovereign
El-Elyon -- The Lord Most High

El-Olam -- The Everlasting God

El-Shaddai -- The God Who is Sufficient for the Needs of His People
Jehovah-Elohim -- The Eternal Creator
Jehovah-Jireh -- The Lord our Provider
Jehovah-Nissi -- The Lord our Banner
Jehovah-Ropheka -- The Lord our Healer
Jehovah-Shalom -- The Lord our Peace
Jehovah-Tsidkenu -- The Lord our Righteousness
Jehovah-Mekaddishkem -- The Lord our Sanctifier
Jehovah-Sabaoth -- The Lord of Hosts
Jehovah-Shammah -- The Lord is Present
Jehovah-Rohi -- The Lord our Shepherd
Jehovah-Hoseenu -- The Lord our Maker
Jehovah-Eloheenu -- The Lord our God

For a very comprehensive list of God’s names go to:
http://www.characterbuildingforfamilies.com/names.htmi
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